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Beginning October 1st, DPMG will no longer perform the BD Affirm Vaginitis Swab for vaginitis panel testing.

The vaginitis panel will ONLY be performed using the Hologic Aptima Multitest Swab or Unisex Swab.  
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The Aptima collection system and molecular testing methodology offer several important advantages:

· Extended specimen viability: Specimens remain viable for up to 30 days, compared with 72 hours for the BD Affirm collection system.

· More comprehensive assessment of bacterial vaginosis (BV): Aptima testing evaluates the presence and balance of multiple organisms associated with BV, including Lactobacillus species, supporting a more specific assessment of BV.

· Improved Candida species identification: Aptima testing identifies Candida albicans and Candida glabrata, supporting more targeted treatment decisions.
         We are happy to assist with questions, collection guidance, or ordering supplies.

Vaginitis Panel Collection Update


Effective October 1, 2026
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